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: INTRODUCTION 


The Open Space Element of the General Plan focuses on land 
areas which should not be intensely developed with structures and 
urban uses because of natural cheracteristics, resource 
praduction activeties, recreational uses, puolic hazards oar 
health impacts. Pursuant to State guidelines, the Open Space 
Element Sound AWeiwcGe ay bnventory of “Sach Dand: areas... 2h 
analysis of their vaiwge and use, and @ statement of iocald 
policies for their preservation and management. 

The Open Space Element has been a required element since 
DEC GHMeGhe 1), Sheree. The State legislation adding both this 
element and the Conservation Element to local General Plans was 
adopted in 1970, the same year as the California Environmental 
Ohne ilshiesyy ACE. The stated intent of the legislation was to assure 
that cities and counties recognize that “open-space lands” are a 
valuable but limited resource which must be conserved wherever 
possible, 

Because of its limited size, low density and agricultural] 
setting, the Gridley community has @ high proportion of open 
Ae eas) SOG nGoy Corer Ona Soler iCunare si. The Ss asipeicis Ot Tescwsrk ane 
develovment creates a semi-rural small-town character which most 
residents value because of the relative lack of noise, pollution, 
congestion, crime and other hazards usually associated with life 
in wore uprbanhizged areas. fFarnlatd, parks, natural areas, 


setbacks and other vegetated undeveloped areas benefit residents’ 


health and well-being by increasing individual "elbow room", air 
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quality, recreational space, the attractiveness of the visual 
landscape; and awareness of natural processes. In order to 
maintain these benefits and amenities through the inevitable 
development and growth pressures of the future, the community 


must consciously work toward preserving open space within new 


development and. preventing the premature and unnecessary 


conversion. of agricultural land te urban’ uses* 


Be Scope of Contents 
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The Open Space lement must consider the comprehensive and 
long-range preservation and conservation of "open-space land", 


which is -defined as an area designated or’ weed for ° one of ‘the 


following categories: 


—_~ 
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Open space used for the managed production of resources, 


humid. Aer Bt Preeti Wi ted hol Vfores Ce rlandics Tange land, 
Agriiwiimine! laude’ ard areas or “etonvumni a Pmportance for the 

production laf footw or Fibers Mmirmeae (required: hor ‘mecharge of 
ground water basins? bays, estuaries, marshes, rivers*and streams 
which are important) for’ the Wanagement gf commercial fisheries; 


and aréas containing major mineral deposits, including those in 


SWavenene —SHolgoyerth Vi 
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ce Opens Ssuacelifor “the mreservetiom of natural "resources, 
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imcduding bunt not dariived taareas required for the yreservation 
of plant and animal date, incsWading | habitet. for fish and wilalite 
Species tareas required) for @ealloeic and ether scientific study 
purposes: srivers4 ‘streams, “bays. and gestuaries; and coms tal 
beaches, lakeshores, banks of rivers and streams, and watershed 


lands. 
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(3) Guen space for autdoor recreation, including but not 


linited Areas of cutsetandine scenic, historic and cultiral value; 


’ 


areas particularly suited for park and recreatian purposes 


including access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and streams; 
and areas which serve as links between major recreation an open- 
space reservations, including utility easements, banks of rivers 
and streams, tradtis, and scenic highway corridors’. 
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(4) Open space for public ! 


lealth and safety, including but 
not Limited toe areas which require special management ar 
regulation because of hazardous or special conditions such as 
earthquake fault ‘cones, unstable setl areas, fiend pLeins , 
watersheds, areas presenting high fire risks, areas required for 
the protection of water quality and water reservoirs and areas 
required for the protection and enhancement of air Cie acy, 

These categories cover all uses which require extensive land 
areas with few structures and all areas which should be-kept 
undeveloped for either positive or negative reasons. Most of the 
1gnd uses  Ifeted ehuve Are, related tore Lo. the neturas 
characteristics of the area they occupy than to its location or 
distance from Gtier see and owblice facilities. Although 
agriculture, mining and some parks and pile Teqcslitves, reqiars 
Considerable Site developments they are tneluded im the 
definition of “open space” because they are oriented toward land 
and outdoor uses or require surrounding open areas. 

Like the Conservation Element, the geographical coverage of 
the Onen Space Element includes all nearby rural areas whose use 


slenificuntiy @igecte the well-being of the City and community of 
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Gide ver COnsemguenily, Bany of tne types of cpen space 
considered in this element are located outside of the immediate 
urban area covered by the plan Wap in the Land Use Element. 


o Uther Elements 


Because of its broad scope, the required content of the Open 
Space Element overlaps the subjects of at least five (5) of the 
other eight (8) mandated General Plan elements. The subjects 
ees in State requirements for those five (9) elements: ere 


as fol Wows: 
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and Use £lement« Addresses all “open, prurad, and 


oriented uses covered in the Open Space Element as well as all 


“elosed”, G@Fban; Tecettan-arienten uses < 
ae Conservation Element: Addresses the use vot the first 


two (2) types of open=space Jands, areas for the yreservation of 
natural resources and areas for managed production of resources. 
Element: Addresses use of earthquake 


fault zones, one of the listed types of open space for public 


health and safety. 


4. Safety Element: Addresses use of land with significant 
geologic hazards for wildland fire hazards, areas considered as 


“ope space for public Dent th and safety 
om Scenic Highways Element: Addresses use of land visib 


from designated highways, areas of outstanding scenic value which 


UG 


are included in the "“epen space for outdoor recreation’ category. 


The data, discussion and policies of these elements of the 


General Plan have been used as the basis for the Open Spac 
Element. The. wolvcies and MenSutes stated: heretn, are thus 
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elements are required. 


Descriptson: As* exphained n “the Conservation Blement, the 
entire Gridley area hasbeen. cleéessified 4s. prime avricultural 
land) by othe State pecawtece off tlre (soul. characteristics: and/or 
Gye pier jajmxonGl biter e aiowin wy NAL eee) Most of the non-urbanized areas are 
developed to growing peaches, pears, prunes, walnuts, almonds, 
Li wif rie ice, Mvestock i fe6d0o and" 2. Varilesy. Of oOLner ork hard 
and «fled d “cronS. Pigure sty shows che cistripution of pliant <rops 
in the area according to the State Department of Water Resources' 
1981 survey. Prout ant aikth Cress: Covert MoS. mt “Lhe area, Ubut 
rice and. hie ke. Crops  yredon lira tesinevt he “calave Soja s (wi fh 
distinctive hardpan layers west of the City. 

The intense cultivation of the Gridley area and other vadley 
areas “to “the marth has’ made Butte Coumuy one oi the State's 
leacineg Counties!) in \eicresce GWevoted Ce rice, nits lang? certain 
PPuUtin eT Gn Ss. the table below shows the County acreage in 1982 


devoted to plant crops and the corresponding production from that 


acreage 
1982 PLANT CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION 

Crop Group Harvested Production per Acre 

Acreage Value Value 

Orchards. ang 57 . S64 $47,280 ,,0.00 Sol ea eS 
Vineyards 

Rice BONO 7/OG. Oe) OA) 9 LOMONG S 520760 
Pasture, Field 

and Other al(Q) a0) SO, Soe soo, OOD) S UBS yoy eehte 


lf ‘we scomvservatively assume that ‘one-quarter (174)) of the 


Counte production of. the .fiest *twe «2)" erop ocroups: takes place 
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AGRICULTURAL CROP LAND 
Rice 
Orchards and Vineyards 
Pasture, Field and Other 


NATURAL VEGETATION WILOLIFE HABITAT . 
MINERAL EXTRACTION / PROCESSING 
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WLtHIN the Gridley fetail area, over S232 million iw agricultural 
Droaductiom Vvyalwe was Generated wa L982 NG CO ao On moO me: tS Waly: 


the vaiwe of Tarn proairetion is “multipiired “by 2.5 £0 determine 


the total retail sales “generated by that preduction. Fire” bai 
mrifton Yn crap “Value was “thus translated into S$eé0° maliion of 


retarl’ safes, “although Wuch of thts amroune. was Spent “in. “other 
communities. MOSt ‘Of -tire Gridley area's enployment is -erther 
directivy Felated fo arrrewittral production or providing services 
to “Che “area"™s "1,500 or hore farm Laborers, while at Least ten 
percent (205) “of the otal erpivynens Wn Bwete County as) in 
ACTLeCULENYal Drocwecionm Gi proceseine. Economic studies also 
indicete that agricultural land Usually contributes mome “in 

property “tax revenues than it requires in” local government 
services, thereby providing funds for services to urban areas and 
other uses. 

There are a number of Pane—-term trends in agricultural 
DrOoaduel ion MICH alrect “the use of erdp tang in the Grvddey ares. 
Increases in demand for food crops resulting from worldwide 
population growth and higher expectations have led to new lands 
bern brouent Mtoe production and a tet gain Un crop bard state-— 
wide in recent years. While the Butte County acreage used for 
peaches has declined over the past thirty (30) years, increased 
demand and price levels have caused dramatic increases in total! 
County acreace devoted. Co rice (62%), almonds (116%)... prunes 
(185%) and walnuts (300%). tnereases in demand, price JVTevels, 
acreage and production are “expected to continues over the “long- 


fenom. but short-term declines and Ciuc ate On Ss may be very 
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Technological advances and increased use of machinery and 
chemicals have pushed per-acre crop production to higher and 
higher levels but have also effected other significant changes in 
farming practices. Declining needs for hand labor have caused. .a 
stemdy decid ie, ime st he. aber «ot ericudaucal enol oy ees, 
particularly temporary migrant workers. Other farm labor trends 
include increases in wave rates, .the ski Lb level wequired and tire 
preportionm of the»labarm force Livins year-round inp one: area. iso 
the--past-twenty—-Live, (25): years the numberof farm owners’ an 
California has dropped fifty percent (50%) while the average size 
of individual farmeboldings: has. doubled, to (over G00 acres). 

Con wens ion The .continued .odmi seif «agrteulbture cas “Chie 
dominant hande.ise. and. DEimarys Gconomic: base of the Gridileysacea 
depends, -Larcel yeom Local wespoenses to thesnona=aegr i cuiturad 
development sof production crops,) bands. California’ s presently 
cultivated land ts being comverted tovnon-agriculturad uses> at, an 
estimated rate of 20,000 «acres, each -yedr. Mooh .Of Eiise doses is 
due to population growth and development around urban communities 
like Gridley whose economics are dependent upon agriculture for 
Weel, “Tee Tela akie SN enoweniens . if present rtrnends ‘continue, through: Phe 
LO6iurs: the, loss: of, baraland A Gy sGmban ee Pow thy way) lexcoeds tne 
amount of new crop land added each year, and California will 
experience net, losses, in, cultivated acreage: 

The signa tf ieanee) ofhsahe absolutes thos ss cok forop 2and? is 
increased! ereat lay “by ‘the piaet thatidevelopment agyabsorbing some 


of .the most productive prime soil areas;,and new crop bande, are 
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Usually less productive because of poor soll and drainag 
penditions . The prime lands are very susceptible to development 
pressures because they are physically suited to development and 
fess expensive to burda on. Tie orime Soil candi pions when 
support orchard crops Indirectly facilitate development hecause 
orchard cultivation fequires major investment decisions 
concerning the removal and replanting of trees. If the estimated 
return on such costly investments is outweighed by the potential 
profits from developing or selling the land, conversion may 
occur, particularly when landowners wish to retire or otherwise 
cease farming operations. 

Figure 2 delineates the portions of the Gridley area which 
are desienated for future urban development in the Land Use 
Element or are otherwise converted to non-agricultural uses. 
The figure also shows areas with two (2) or more adjacent parcels 
af less and 4.5 acres, most of which are developed by one oF more 
detached single-family residences. This breaking point between 


rural residential development and vyarcel sizes more conducive to 


v1 
| 


agriculture was chosen because it is slightly less than the 
acre minimum £027 mew parcels in the GCity™s A-S gone and 
“Aerienl tural” desicnation, The half-acre difference means that 


parcels slightly less than the S-acre minimum are still shown as 


The pattern of non-agricultural uses in the area is somewhat 
related, te praxinity tO the City and urban services, but the 
distribution of existing rural residential development is related 


more to the original subdivision pattern. Figure 2 shows the 
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limits of areas included in the 12 "Gridley Colony” subdivisions 
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and similar asriculturak subdivisions 
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Although lats range from,.5 to.40 acres i. Sige, a majority are 


660' x 660’ ten-acre,squares facing on streets two (2) lots or 


i?) 


i320 Peewee pita. This pattern was intended to supply homesite 
for new settlers with enough crop land to support then. However, 
thet pattern mo longer fats today is economic realities and 
farming methods, and 10 acres of cultivated land does not usually 
provide sufficient income to support a FAT, AS the Cronuare 
along the many roads gets subdivided for homesites and residences 
ace built, the agrieubture! interior “ct eager LOE lonfi@pnwies 
urrounded by non-agricultural uses. 

Residential encroachment in agricultural areas has aeeae 
effects on crop production which are just as significant as the 
covering, over of prime soils and the fragmentation of ownership. 


More houses usually mean increased trespassing and vandalism on 


— 
—) 


ADCIACENS eericut ture amas. More importantly, residents on 
small non-farm parcels frequently object to the dust, OnGr S., 
hoise. ives. ‘truck. tratiia om other compacts. of nearby arming 
activities, and their concerns are often reflected in laws and 
regulatious which limit the production and sore? i taba lity aft 
nearby .erop ~land. Where zoning of agricultural areas allows 


creation of small parcels, the increase in land values which 


lonvment usually increases the 


a L 


accompanies subdivision and deve 
assessed value and potential taxes of adjacent crop lands and 


thus increases the pressures to sell or develop. 
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Preserve One Seace Meoncerns jabowi. the importance of 


preserving agricultural land have been expressed in numerous 


studges, reports sand adepten policy!’ statemente. Legislative 
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RaAanntaevine ~adirect Saaree CrOunMeuatnOes visa) abieie a © jo. Wetec I! 
Preserveatione eor at least setting Piserouristandards flor local 
controls, have been proposed unsuccessfully on several occasions 
i, ISSCeime Meee g . However? planwine ca0d oni ne a2etivig es by 
counties continue to be the chief mechanisms relied upon in 
Cainfornia te Maintain agricultural production. Ties discussion 
of agricultural preservation whitch’ follows thus. focuses on 
planning activities by the County of) Buttelan the Cridiley rea 
and complements the distiresion on direct City actions! in the 


‘AgGTicus tiunet “Sols! seectaon, of Ehe- Conszetveat loa sEvemen: ; 

The State Mandates which wan most affect conversian of 
agricultural land are those requiring that local General Plan 
elenenes addwess tine asap ect mands bha = 7OnMuno. Ie cn la Garotus | be 
consistent with the policies of those elements. CMe ae es 
the Conservation and Open Space Elements must both address the 
phegeryv a thom emt, Jeroen: Vand and prime soils. NUN Cie Ch MEN C ES - 
building permits, “subdivision evpravals,and Jand acquisition by 
local governments must conform to the adopted Open Space Element. 

The Butte County General Plan was amended to include a 
Conservation Element in Sel. and amsOpen Space Eitwent in 1973. 
The -discussionstsof soils rang agriculture: tn beth elements are 
quite brief -and ‘veneral, but the County has -started work on a 


major revision effort which the City shonld monitor carefully and 


~~ 


participate in where possible. The 1973 Open Space Element does 
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PARCELS LESS THAN 4.5 ACRES ee 
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contain the followine specific policy statements on agricultural 
ations and Boring: 

A. All prime agricultural land (as defined in the Williamson 
Act) outside designated urban areas should be designated as 
“Agricultural” on the Land Use Map. 

Be Agricultural zones should allow only open space uses 
described in this plan and necessary related structures. 


Ge f wninmim maree! size of. 9 Los loO cres should be 
specified for each agricultural zone. 

The implementation of these policies and the 1971 Land Use 
desitenetion, of “Orchard “end FPaeid Crops” began in late 1973 when 
the County initiated A-5 and A-40 zoning for all of ihe Gridley 


\ primary spheres of 


and Baegs areas lying outside, tie cities 
inf bwemeey, Because of substantial opposition from landowners and 
the lack of orevious public Involvement, A-40 zoning was adopted 
for most of of the rice-growing areas west of the cities but most 
of the Gridley and Biggs area remained in the A-2 unclassified 
zone. 

The County s current General Plan designations and zoning in 
the Gridley area were adopted in i981 following a long process 
which involved City representatives and a eitizens' advisory 
committee appointed by the Coty. Time @regtvest dit ferences 


between the present land use controls of the City and the County 


are in the areas of rural residential development and subdivision 


shown On E-bewrre 2). fhe Ctiy setand Use, Blement designates. a 
fairly limited. area for urban developrent and classifies all 


surrounding Agricultural with a suggested minimum parcel 
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Size of five (53) acres. The County, however, has designated 

over 200 additional acres for urban uses and has placed 1,600 
acres of land around the City into an “Agricultural-Residential” 
category. Zoning comsistent with thisidesignation can set 
minimum parcels sizes of One to forty acres, but parce) Sizes 
less than twenty (20) acres require findings that the zone is 
compatible with nearby agriculture and that the water supply, 
sewage disposal capacity, fire protectzron, road access and 
proximity to services are all adequate. Making Findings of 
conformity with these criteria, the County adopted zoning for [he 
Agricultural-Residential areas with PindMmum Barcel sizes Gl 15. o, 
10 and 40 acres. 

The county's A=5, A-10 “ang A-40 zones in jel Blipeyel — BES 
generally consistent with the City's General Plan, Gut “the 2s 
acres of Agricultural-Residential which have been zoned to allow 
one-acre parcels are clearly in conflict with the City's edopted 
policies and Agricultural designation. Given the many negative 
impacts of residential development iy Dee Lew cite are as 
described above, tt Ys difficult to “understand how one-acre 
zoning could be found compatible with neighboring agricultural 
activities im the County. 

The rural residential development allowed by one-acre zoning 
needlessly absorbs large quantities of potentially prodwetive 
erop lJand-. Aithough there is a desire by some to live on one- 


and two-acre parcels without any ACTICUITUral production, i 


re) 
tet 
Yn 


voreference conflicts with the many public costs of reducing crop 
p : 


production and should not be a dominant factor in Zonit prime 
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Rericul tuna le and sr. Residential development at rural densities 
uses up far more agricultural land per dwelling unit than urban 
densities and thus represents a wasteful destruction of a natural 
resource which cannot be replaced. 

the oreation, of one-. to. fivesaere slots around the City adiso 
interferes Juditectiy With agricultural s preserva tions bw creating 
a barrier to future urban development. Parcelse of. this) Sige ere 
usually developed with a large residence near the center or 
street frontage and, freqvently, have: too narnrowmea frontage co 
allow an adequate road easement past the house to the rear of the 
parcel. Consequentiy, it is often impossible to subdivide such 
parcels..and -develop the band to urban densities. Allowing lots 
ot Tess than, (iver (5); acer e's) next. to -Gity, bonider hesianay Ads 
force future urban development to take place on larger parcels 
further Out, ~neatines «za discontinuous, leapfros. pattern and 
adding greatly to the costs of extending water and sewer lines 
ANG, CLT ery 20 2 lie a6 sin cee Se eS SL Oa) 3 eo: 0 the Sone of 
permitting  scomtinued Citw crowth, srigmimizine housing, costs. and 
preserving, agriculture te maintain arse .parcel sizes in areas 
which should be reserved for future urban development. 

The one-acre and five-acre zoning allowed by County zoning 
in the, Gridley area also, appears to conflict, with the «standards 
established. for. the, Williamson Act program. When the County set 
up the rules and: procedures for the program in 1967, the entire 
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agricultural and compatible uses were to be allowed within these 


areas. Cimereinve SCowniy rules’ steaties iat Sethe omaxtmum: “asl lowed 
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residential densities in agricultural preserves are one Singie= 
family dwelling per 10 ‘acres in orchard areas and one unit per 40 
acres in pasture and field crop areas. Because the preserves 
ineludes all wef -the cajittes, and urban .ereas im the Gornmty,. Brese 
standards have been ignored in zoning activities and apply only 
to properties actually DMeleie  WiGiie ie eetere - The boundaries and 
allowed uses of designated agricultural preserves obviously need 
to be revised, to.areflect. the, .currenc pliapned Kextent of 
agricultural uses and the adopted policies. and designations in 
the County General Plan. 

An Urban Boundary Area, similar to fee Cs tao i icy “Ss 
Greenline agreement with Butte County, should be pursued by the 
Gite of eGradiey. The Urban Boundary Area as agreed upon by both 
the City and "the Comnty), of Butte would be designed to discourage 
urban-type growth from occurring outside of Urban Boundary Areas. 
The County would incorporate the Urban Boundary Area into its 
Genenal, Pian: County and City, Jand use and City. annexation 
decisions should be consistent with boundary. polacies.. In most 


opment in the Boundary Area would be annexed to th 


Oo 


Cite The County should forward development requests to the City 
for comment and utilize City input in decision-making process. 
Tn adoptins the Cabifornia Enuirnonmental Ouality Act in 


1970, the Legislature declared that all local government agencies 
shall regulate private activities to prevent environmental damage 


and that substantial adverse impacts on the environment shall be 


avoided to the maximum extent. fhe State guidelines, for 
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implementing the Act include a checklist with “reduction in 
acreage of any agricultural crop" as an environmental i iejeyeles 1 
whose significance must be assessed for all proposed projects and 
mitigated where possible. Making sure that all environmental 
evaluations properly address this potentially significant impact 
can be an effective mechanism of expressing the City's desire to 
maintain maximum agricultural production in the area. 

Mineral EXtrection and Process4 no: the Tony other type of 
resource pronuction eetivity in close preximity of the Caistva iO wt 
Gridley is the extraction and processing sand and gravel from 
mining tailings and natural deposits along the Feather River by 
Mathews Readymix, Incorporated. For many years they have 
operated a large processing operation on a 30-acre site on the 
east side of the Feather River a short distance north of the 
Oroville-Gridley Highway bridge (see Figure 1). 

This operetion ts Ma 
and gravel and has used materials from several different sites 
along the River. ihe only extractiom site now functionine near 
Gridley is @ small pit beside the Kiver southeast of the 
Oroville-Gridley Highway bridge. TaiSs Site 2s net Gdentiftied on 
Figure 1 because of its small size and because it is not expected 
to be used more than a few years in the future. Mathews has 
begun removal of materials from a large area of tailings east of 
Biggs which will probably be their major source of supply for a 
long-term period. 

Because of the econemic benefits to the Gridley community 


of having a nearby supply of sand and gravel available, the City 
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should support maintaining the operation. Sivnce- the plant” is 


currently surrounded by crop land and the River, few people are 


Affected ov the vous e, Chet ota truck. traiitc which. are 
Charge te muSislGrrO fe (Om Seon andi Ss Ome IO, (Dp ROiGes Seis: However, there 


is a public houwsine complex a half<mile to the south, and future 
nearby residents are certainly a possibility. The City Saou 
keep aware of any proposed development in this area and influence 
GOnwMIE,  Bwee Wes ers necessary ter Rios Pporewiliat icons licts 
between processing operations and nearby uses. 

Goal: RETAIN THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF LAND IN RESOURCE 
PRODUCTION IN THE GRIDLEY AREA. 
Policies and Actions: 
ie Seek changes in County plans and zoning which minimize the 
potential ameunt of agricultural land which could be removed from 
DeOdwe tom, The County of Butte should be requested to: 

A. Limit urban land use designations to areas to be 
served by the planned extension of the City's water and sewer 
systems. 

18 Revise the Conservation, Open Space and Land Use 
Elements of the County General Plan to reflect the best available 
information, soils, development trends and long-term needs of 
aeritcnltureal sts. 

oe Zone agricultural areas in conformity with adopted 
policies and criteria in the County General Pian. 

D6 Restrict creation of parcels of less than five (5) 
acres to areas where existing development and land divisions have 


substantially eliminated crop production capabilities. 
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Oe Delineate primary agricultural reserves" which 
reflect General Plan designations and policies and prevent uses 
Which Are nor Gonrpati bie with sericulturad activities. 

on Seek minimum coordination and compatibility between City and 
County planning activittes in agricultural areas outside City 
inn Gs. 

AG Request that all zoning and development proposals 
in the City's ultimate service area be referred to the City for 
comment. 

B. Express City concerns on all projects which reduce 
acreave of any agricultural crop and request full environmental 
assessment. 

Ce Seek City participation in development of County 
plans and zoning. 

D>. Request County zoning with @ minimum parcel size of 
five (3) acres or larger in all unincorporated areas designated 
for urban Uses by the City’s General Plam, 

@) Pavolve “County Statt “amd -decisiton-mekers in 
developine City plans or pregoning of unincorporated areas. 

In Adopt pregoninys of agricultural areas consistent 
with City policies and designations. 

Gi. Support State legislation which increase the powers 
of tities (to control the wWse cf surrounding prime agricultural 
lands. 

ai. Encourage the establishment of an Urban Boundary 


Area Berecrent wlth the County ef Butte. 
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a. Utilize roads, canals, utility easements and the 
ratilresd S&S aS boundaries between gorieulturea | and nom- 
agricultural zones where possible. 

13 Require residential development adjacent 9 
aericultural zones to provide a minimum of LO0=foeot Dui fer an, 
in addition, fencing, increased setbacks, landscaped screening or 
similar barriers or buffers may be required. 

a Support continued operation of the sand and gravel processing 
plant northeast of the Oroville-Gridley Highway bridge over the 
Feather River. 

There are a variety of areas in and around Gridley which 
should be protected or not developed because of valuable natural 
resources. The preceding section considered extensive resource- 
related areas, crop land and NeLMet aw resol Cres sane ais Other 
een ficant resource-related areas include the Feather River and 
adjacent woodland, the Gray Lodge Waterfowl Management Area, and 
a triangular area of natural vegetation between Township Road and 
the raiiroad. All three are described in the Conservation 
Flement and shown on figure 1 in this element. 

These large "natural areas, as well as the limited wooded 
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strips along some of the rural drainage channels, 
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useful mater iva: 
nonetheless. Many small wildlife species have successfully 


adapted to the changes in habitat that man has caused and oo ecel Sige 
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WLch Nan in ue ban teed areas. However, many larger birds and 
mammals need large clean streams like the Feather River. 
Seasonal hunting and fishing activities and the accompanying 
expenditures are dependent upon the continued management of 
SUI TaD le Wilda sare "NaS L tat Dy State and’ focal agencies: Such 
areas are also available to society because of the contrast to 
Ae Ra development that-“they provide. “the opportunities “for 
Scientific study, and “enjoysent “of wildlife “activities “ard 
natural settings. 

Goal: PRESERVE RIPARIAN VEGETATION AND MARSHES WHICH 


PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE HABITAT. 
aR Limit site cleararce and development of areas” of natural 
vegetation adjacent to the Feather River and other water bodies. 
2% Support continued operation of the Gray Lodge Waterfowl] 
Management Area. 
C. Recreation 

Open space for "outdoor recreation tneludes all-outdoor areas 
used Tor the “public's Lersure time, relaxation, exercise and 
play. As urbanization takes place, the amount of land needed for 
various types of recreational activities increases and the amount 
of Land “avalloabie tor such -acrivitites cecredses. SAMOS  Mwloy, o)ae 
the demand Ts Usvatly f[ultibled by publicior non-profit agencies, 
planning “and acturrine “sites. for recreational use requires the 
community's cooperative attention to anticipating that demand. 


The two basic tyves of recreational areas are conserved areas 


and developed areas. Conserved areas are valuable for natural 
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qualities such as water bodies, terrain, vegetation, wildlife, 
beauty, vistas or uniqueness. The natural areas with the highest 
value in the Gridley area are the water bodies and related 
vegetations whose preservation is addressed both in the preceding 
section and the Conservation Element. Improvements may include 
access, roads, paenkingyuareaa.: ctradls., Sime picnic tabtes or 
restrooms. Ahyinitial iGity effort in this direction has been the 
provision of an access road and a boat ramp on the Feather River 
frontage of the City sewer treatment land site on the east side 
of, the. river south ofs the Oroville-Gridley Highway bridge. Site 
preservation and allowing public access are the most important 
actions that should be taken to maintain the recreational 
Opportunities of natural recreation areas. 

For many Gridley residents, the areas most enjoyed for their 
"natural" vegetation and appearance are the orchards, cultivated 
fields and undeveloped lands surrounding the urban core of the 
community. Traversing these aréas on rural highways, residents 
can experience thermemet reshine natural beauty, and order and 
appreciate distant mountains and wide vistas not visible in town. 
ihe. fmifil iment pofesthie whihichestsanide aAeti ons rmesard ing: 
preservation .of, agriculturad, dang ain the oband Use, i'Consérvatian 
and Open, Space. Elementse woudd ‘alesoo cserverlta” waintain’ the 
aesthetically pleasing setting valued by both residents and 
Walls ito, 

Although their value is more educational than recreational, 
areas. With. bistarically.¢ign if cantesitrictires’ and artifacts “dr 


evidence of pre-historic settlement are classified as open space 
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for outdoor recreation by General Plan law. Structures which the 
community considers unique, representative Of a paste period. .or 
rélated siton Pmportante peupleisor. events should be preserved 
wherever possible. Preservation methods commonly used by local 


governments include official designation and signing of historic 


Sites, WariomeveKinds Of» cd ive ath) sor indirect. assistance», ta 
rehabilitation efforts by private owners, and acqursition fOr 
puUbbic uses Although there are several areas one Giltlsic GiiguverwineS 


which provide distinctive character to tier Colts $,6nSe 5OL 
continuity with the past, no individual structures have been 
identified for preservation. by the community. Tee weeO cae DIE ay 
Space Element recommended fhate significant historical and 
archaeological sites be identified, surveyed, protected and 
preserved, and that recommendation is restated herein. AS ciGat 
of the “initaal “study! dfippotential environmental impacts which 
must be performed for all development propousais¢, sites) should) be 
surveyed for archaeological and historic arti fects ee eee on 
such artifacts evaluated. 

The public parks, playgrounds, ba ltd eddies .aend, similar 
recreational areas found in urban areas are the most developed 
type tof §o peme sip ac e) rand then umostedmportanit, type ) in, Many 
communities. Because of the large land areas involved, the costs 
of acquiring, developing and maintaining sites, and the wide 
range of community needs and Hoseiihe macibities. the planning 
and design of developed recreational areas requires,@.devel of 
analysis and involvement much deeper than most General Plan 


Elements. Iw 12980 the City's joint ‘Conservation and Open Space 


fo 
> 


, 2 


, me | 7 : as ta eae . 
wy ener ee eee ye cha oer & 
sesh RR: Ye Bastien pa sonia 
easeante so Suave’ ah 
oi spate dqie 26 La 


1 hbase ted. ite x 


‘o ey nae nips 
evsaxrdnse pAhberye ofeach hay seeutiay ait; reer 
bo wiyed bao (rt? 24 OP ae a ib Geitoziroih ‘ied dpb ew 
ress aval 164ubqandts dowbivivar len evan oaé ‘Ae am or hegtpaire 
Hoqd BTOE ott Thich See OPY OE ppelebssewge Wed tale vee: 
how ine: “enaia inne OVAee ones "Oe baneveees FAUHGLT GG dui 
birt bereet-@ Heveuhae sep Tifeehhy sd o4ris Cebl@c) Abesive 
1324 @A poeead waFay~-*s. &1 ‘cut tae shakes bod? -lhid |. be ranehde 
LU/dG SSS GOCHSAAS™ (OGM SECPIGIR® “OS “Yours DACP: ie fF 
ua 6 8 eonele Cel deeuts¥ ed nA} hoody dup of Jobe 
dix @290Ne) FEW StC4T! *2@ ClQQaeN ‘Aanligusgotwenhonn sat hequeton 
bataeliee ef>etiayd dbid 
iGwra ann’ pehtersicen oebadbepenty\ diseg  ebiring ost 
oc imeen Cet O00 oth spevn daaty AO Greed CEE dered santos 
“nen giy easy sHdFeunet “ave war ova wedge Keoge- So Rey! 
ehans 8% jie tieun emmEb heme angel ade $6 waedaet cap! :aneany 
aht~ otf bee? aerdm wrinionocne fad! gate yonns (Seer cere An 
eM rats wll coher viaed ebm ai Que vitear qpiesenad te oubne 
Pe ee 


nt? Deteney: tena besiege oaitoracesmaaemcene 


' 


: _ 


Element was amended to include a larger section on recreation 
goals, facilities and standards. The Land Use Element Map shows 
the areas presently devoted to recreational open space in the 
urban area. 

In addition to the 14.7 acres of City parkland, the Butte 
County Fairgrounds located in the City pravides. a varkety of 
recreational facilities and activities. Events such as the 
annual County Fair, Kiwi Festival, swim team competitions and dog 
shows are well attended and bring additional revenues into the 
Canty 

A citizen's advisory committee was formed in Carly (964 «o 
collect data, analyze present and future recreational needs in 
the community and formulate goals and policies to meet 
recreational needs. 

The first task of the recreation committee was to prepare a 
listing of all the present recreational facilities available to 
residents in the Gridley area. The Gridley area pruee tee es as 
the boundaries established for the Gridley \Unifieds Scho i 
Det ect This boundary was considered as the recreational needs 
area because of the lack of an area-wide recreational district 
and Butte County's limited involvement in the provision of 
recreational facilities. 

A complete listing of existing park locations and facilities 
can be found in Table. 1) Faciulitdes; inclhude® those: whitch are 
under City maintenance and those which are STEM t= hl Geleiice 
private/commercial, State and county maintained. 


An area-wide questionnaire was formulated by the Recreation 
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Committee to ascertain satisfaction with the present recreational 
P26 bane. es and 1@ (Maeabije community recreational mere disk 
Questionnaires were distributed to community service clubs, We rerey al 
churches, available at public MY oe such as city hall and the 
county library and a copy of the questionnaire was published in 
the local newspaper. Results of the survey are listed in Table 2 
of this element. 

The Quimby Act established by the California Legislature in 
1565. allows lecal agencies to establish ordinances requiring 
residential subdivision developers to provide land or inv Giréeu 
fees for park and recreation purposes. Ties (Oty vol. “Grdeey 
established e Parkland Dedication and In Lieu Fee Ordinance in 
November, 1979, which was later amended in September, 1981. The 
Quimby Act was amended in TS EF The amendments established 


general standards which determine the amount of land or fees to 


be collected, The standards are based on the following eriteria: 
1, The amount of existing parkland in the 1Urisaieccl.on, 
on A maximum number of acreage per 1000 pOpULSatLOnN. 
on A formula based on population estimates or a formula 


based on dwelling units. 

The Ouimby Act provides for a maximum of three (3) acres per 
1000 persons as the maximum standards for park dedication/fee 
collection unless the amount of existing neighborhood and 
community parkland exceeds that SL ALALILAE - Gridley currently has 
approximately 14.7 acres of parkland which includes the Gazebo 
and Vierra Parks. This exceeds the 3/1000 standard based on 


Gridley’ s. poputbation “as reported by the State Department of 
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Finance in 1986. Therefore, Gridley can use the higher standard 
of five (5) acres to 1000 persons. 
The Parkland Dedication Fee standard for Gridley would use 


the following formula: 


cost of lst x 76/5 = in-liew fee. 

The 6/5 figure represents the improvement eosts: for Off-site 
improvements for development oT “the =Lot. 

The Parkland Dedication standard in-lieu of fees would use 


the following formula: 


Average household population divided by inimum acreage 
dedication. 

The. City. showld revise the Park and Recreation Land 
Dedication and In-Lieu Fee Ordinance in accordance with the above 
standards. Thecvecllectedsfecs sShowld be used oct . <i se 
facilities which the City Council, with support of the community, 
has determined are of the greatest recreational need. 

Due to the small geographical size of the City = L.2° square 
miles tite Vierras Municipal Park is considered accessible to all 
City residents and most citizens in the surrounding areas. 
Therefore, at the present time it is not anticipated nor planned 
for that the City will designate more acreage for recreationa 
purposes . This of course would not be the case if future ,large- 
scale subdivision were to occur in areas west or east of central 
Grid leye At. the present time, park fees collected, under the 


provisions of the Quimby Act will be used for enhancement and 
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upgrading of the Vierra Park or the downtown Nick Daddow Plaza. 
it is the City’s volicy to consider any offer.of dedication of 
parkland in light of area need, cost of maintenance and location 
Os faci acy. 


Goal: PROVIDE OUTDOOR RECREATION AREAS ADEQUATE TO MEET 


sles Maintain existing areas of natural vegetation which provide 
significant wildlife habitat and recreation opportunities. 

on Maintain public access to the Feather kKiver wherever 
possible. 

Sa Maintain, enhance and upgrade park facilities in the existing 
City parks. 

al Consider dedication of small neighborhood parks to serve 
future large residential development if provision of perk 
facilities and maintenance will not significantly encumber the 
City’s financial Pesources-. 

om Develop a Master Bikeway Plan and apply for project funding 
through the “California Bikeways Act." 

GE Support the activities af the Butte County Fairgrounds 
through promotion and cooperation and encouragement Of CPoc at 
businesses to accommodate fair visitors. 

ae Update the ordinance requiring developer's participation in 
providing recreation facilities to reflect changes in State law. 
8. Require developers to provide fees, land or facilities for 
recreation according to standards contained in this Element and 


in the enabling ordinance. 
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2 ee Encourage the County .of Butte, to .work Wen tires €uty 
politically and economically to provide recreational services and 
facilities for the Gridley area through .the collection of 
recreation fees. 

Goal: RETAIN Tie HISTORICAL CHARACTER OF GRIDLEY BY 
PRESERVATION, IDENTIFICATION AND/OR RESTORATION OF HISTORICAL 
BUILDINGS AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

be Tein 2 lot, and evaluate Sion Ele hissed cea LY and 
archaeological sites and develop a program to preserve and 
enhance these resources. 

Bis Evaluate impacts of new development proposals on historical 
and archaeological sites. 

oe Work with the local Historical Society in identification and 
preservation of historical buildings. 

aes Research state/federal sources for restoration and 
rehabilitation funding available to local agencies and private 
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(Gis in tC ty eliwits : Dit COnmimny “cis eas) 


VIERRA PARK (Gridley Municipal Park) - south end of 
Washninetom Stirieen. 


Thiee 1375) acne “factlity “contains: 


Recreation Hall with kitchen facilities (approx. 2,600 
square feet.) 

ttroie hienee swings, slide, sandbox. 

Combined area totals 8,000 square feet. 


upadpodeseTerri tory aCapproxei Glo, 000° square feet) 
dedicated by Junior Women's Club; in 1981 - innovative 
tot facilities for climbing and swinging, benches. 


"Birthday Picnic Ring" - dedicated by Lions Ciao] Lone 
picnic table and barbecue. 


Softball Field. #1 -— (Little Leagvwe} = toilets, snack 
bar, iiehtse, bleachers, teleprone. 


Softball Field #2 - lights, benches, drinking fountain 
(no bleachers). 


2; lighted tennis courts 

6 lighted horseshoe pits 

2 toilets 

8 barbeques 

Lo spkomicc. -“tabakes 

@ drinking fountains 

Swings, sandbox, monkey bars. 


Also “located in park: California and Oregon Railroad 
Depot tChistoeriteal), Boy Scouts of America building, 


storage facilities. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD PARK #1 - (Nick Daddow Plaza) 
- Virginia Street between Hazel and Sycamore Streets. 


Covered gazebo, drinking fountain, 6 benches. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD PARK #2 - Washington Street 
between Sycamore and Magnolia Streets. 


No improvements other than sprinkling system. 
(Combined total acreage approximately 4 acres). 


FEATHER RIVER BOAT RAMP - east side of Feather River 
adjacent to (City sewage plant. 


Dirt parking area, paved ramp for boat launching. 
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(G = "tn Gity Canis : B = in County areas) 
MCKINLEY SCHOOL - 1045 Sycamore Street (grades K,.1 and 
2) 

Playground equipment: merry-go-round, 2 slides, rings, 


monkey bars, bangball court, tetherball court, 2 small 
baseball fields. 


WILSON SCHOOL - 406 Magnolia Street (grades 3, 4, and 5) 


Playing field, 2 small baseball diamonds used by little 
[Attlee Leacuers for practice, field. 


Playground equipment: rings, merry-go-round, basketball 
hoops, sidewalk games, i.e., hopscotch Ebniél I Oo Sepleseres 
Library - available for non-school use by arrangement 
and, 2 ¢e8:. 

SYCAMORE SCHOOL Jie Sycamore Sireet (grades 65° 7, 
and 8) 

Playing field with perimeter track, soccer 1 Ee ae 


baseball diamond used by adult baseball leagues for 
practice field during non-school hours, outdoor basket— 
ball court. 2. handball courts. Gymnasium - basketball, 
ywOliy. Dalle. Cuaba dmg < Available for use by adult 
athletic groups by arrangement and fee. Bal eee ie Ny = 
available to civic and service groups for meetings and 
conferences by arrangement and fee. Multi-purpose room/ 
cafeteria - available for meetings, etc.: Butte College 
holds night school classes in physical fitness, Pere 
aerobic dancing and. exercise. 


GRIDLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL ~ 900. Spruce Street (grades 
Oe chs it aid ss62.) 


1 football, field. = available for special events other 
than school activities by arrangement and fee. 

1 baseball field. = availabie. far non=school use by 
arrangement and fee. 

2, lighted tennis. courts, -jopen to) public durine non= 
school hours. 

Cinders track. 

Library - available for meetings, conferences, art or 
photography shows, etc., by arrangement and fee. 
Classrooms are used for Butte College night school 
classes and/or meetings held by youth, civic or service 
groups by arrangement and fee. 


MANZANITA SCHOOL - Larkin and E. Evans-Reimer Roads 
(grades 1 through 8) 
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(GQ = Ste: Cr elas Sehee—enin COUN GY ated : A = in 50 mile area) 
(B) Bb RACQUET RANCH - Chambers Lane - Private Tennis Club 


2 Jighted tennis courts, patio and chairs. Limited 
memberships for sale as vacancies allow. 


(G) oS RAMI LY BYTINESS CENTER = LO1L0> Sycanote Stree, = 
Commercial Health Center 


Universal weight equipment, stationary bicycles, 
jacuzzi, sauna, 2 racquetball "courts, “aerobic and 
exercise classes. 


(G) oe SOCTAL suALLG. avec labile for public wee: 


Moose Lodge, Holy°Trinrty Association Halt Gridley 
Women's Club, Grange Hall. 


(A) 4. TASLE MOUNTAIN GOLF COURSE - Oroville Area 


18 hole public golf course, driving range, putting 
greens, lessons. 


(A) Bs PLUMAS LAKE GOLF COURSE - Marysville area 
18 hold public eolf course, driving range, putting 
greens, lessons, club house with kitchen facilities 
avairlaole for public use. 

(A) ae SKATING "BINK —-*Marysvilie. 


(A) ee BOWLING ALLEY - Vuba City and Orovilie 


(G) 8. SOCIAL HALLS AND RECREATION FACILITIES are provided by 
some churches (Private) 


(G) 9. THEATER - 660 Kentucky Street - Commercial 
Hispanic and English speaking films. 


GCG) 20% HUNTER SAFETY TRAINING COURSES sponsored by Moose Lodge 
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STATE RECREATION AREAS 


GRAY LODGE WATERFOWL MANAGEMENT AREA - Pennington 
Road 8 miles southwest of Gridley. 


Bird watching, sightseeing, field trials, photo- 
graphy, hunting and fishing. 


LAKE OROVILLE RECREATION AREA - California State and 
privately-run recreational areas, marinas for berthing, 
boatines and fishing, some boat rentals, phemi-c 
locations, Swimming, trails, visitor center at dam, 
concession and gift shops, limited overnight camping. 


COUNTY RECREATION AREAS 


BUTTE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS =— 298 E. Hazel, Street = 
Standard "Olympic" swimming pool open to public for 
seasonal use, some swimming programs, annual County 
fair, circuses, expositions, “Kiwi Festival’. horse 
shows and related activities. 


Buildings and facilities can be rented for private 
parties, rallies, camping spaces. 


2 lighted baseball fields; 
3 unlighted fields. 


MEMORIAL HALL - 249 Sycamore Street - Available for 
private parties, theatrical productions, rallies, 
antique shows and sales. 


Senior citizens hold bi-monthly dances. 


Used by County, State and Federal agencies on interim 
Dasis: for office space and programs. 


COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY - 209 Sycamore Street - Senior 
Citizen bus trivs, summer recreation program. 
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RESULTS OF THE RECREATION SURVEY 


Sample size: 132 respondents (3% of the population) 


Ranking of facilities used by City residents: 


Vierra Park 717% 
Fairgrounds 54% 
Swimming pool 45% 
Softball fields 27% 
THewnacse iC OLENES 25% 
Southern Pacific parks 22% 
Boat Ramp % 


Ranking of facilities used by County residents: 


Vierra Park 77% 
Softball fields 56% 
Fairgrounds 50% 
Swimming pool 47% 
Tennis courts 25% 
Boat ramp 13% 
Sauthern Pacific parks 13% 
Facilities within 30 miles used by City residents: 
Lake Oroville 56.6% 
After/forebay 46% 
Gray Lodge 28% 
Bowling alley 20% 
Golf “course cL 
SHeeiie a saver ae ah ake 16% 


Facilities within 30 miles used by County residents: 


Lake Oroville 60% 
Gray Lodge 44% 
After/forebay 42% 
Golf course 24% 
Bowling alley PREES: 
Skating rink 21% 


Top three facilities rated ta have great or moderate need by City 
residents: 


Bicycle ‘or footpaths 6 8% 
Must apr pose: sce niver: 61% 
Small neighborhood parks 358% 
Public benches 58% 
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Trop, three tactlities rated to have great or moderate 


County residents: 


Multi-purpose center 
Bicycle or footpaths 
Community auditorium 
Exercise/fitness area 


Siebel Se ewore sivenny (Van igtee  oGp.calie ake, 
residents: 


Yes: 48% 


Siac lesatirarG tr teOnrimn Wileteah annie Sale St ter la lino) 
residents: 


Vest 66% 


recreation 
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Di “Public Health» and Safety 

Open pace for public: health and safety includes a dear CaS 
where development would subject either residents or the public t9 
signif loamt risks of damage to health or property. According to 
the Safety and Seimic Safety Elements adopted in the 1970's by 
Hoth the Citys and Conuney - OTHRere ale several natural conditions in 
tien (Gir ce vaemech Cia which create hazarias) 5 development. The most 
suns hazard concentrated in a definite area is the high water 
level Leo tire Feather River during winter storm peaks. LS 
Yevel “is determined by the controlled releases from Oroville Dam 
and the Thermalito Afterbay. The maximum allowed release would 
be far larger than any since the Dam began operation in PSE 7 WM 
would be conteined on the west side ofthe River bya lange 
levee. Within the levees and the floodway designated by the 
State Reclamation Board and shown on Cao eG. ta oh the Suppart 
Document for the Land Use Element, only certain uses dane 
permitted which have low risks of damage ann Go met obs tract 
passage of floodwaters. 

There are no other specific portions of the, Grid Ley. veces 
which are designated as sienifieant flood hazard zones, by Sitate 
agencies or the Federal Insurance Administration. Nonetheless, 
there are many small areas which experience temporary CooOlo Gas 
during rainfall ag) cos drack) of cosfloers and developed drainage 
fae tELreles. The other related type of area which should not be 


developed is the system of natural and man-made drainage channels 
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maintained by several drainage and reclamation districts. Le 


most cases, these channels are accompanied by easements or 
rights-of-way. These areas are often wide enough to include an 


access road. 

The other types of natural hazards which exo) Mevel (eet SE: 
property damage or personal injury tn the Gridtey “arearere 
areawide hazards with low probabilities oF limited impact. 
Although all may require attention in the design and construction 
of new development and are the subject of other local government 
Polaco les] | here of the other natural INE ABUECIS, “Eee: sienificantly 
greater in one portion of the Gridley area than in the rest of 
the community. Earthquakes along seclosic faults --otttside felve 
area could cause considerable damage in the area, but the active 
fault closest to Gridley igs more than twelve (12) mites east of 
the City, and there are no known faults or special Se Se 2 Cie S 
in the Gridley planning area. Other identified natural hazards 
po tert iaeliy atrectine Large ports ons ot the si aneuline area 
include clay soils which expand and shrink’ with ‘changes in 
moisture; fires in roadside vegetation, field crops and wooded 


tie © Dam. Because of 


rs 


area; and inundation from collapse of Orov 
the widespread nature of these hazards, no specific areas need to 
be Kept undeveloped. 

Minimizing development in certain ways and areas also 
provecrs vUDric nealti and safety by maintaining the quality of 
the water and air resources in ope anea. Of primary concerm to 
the community should be the impacts of upstream development on 


water quality in the Feather River, Thermalito Afterbay and local 
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irrigation canals. The City of Oroville controls development On: 
some land draining into the River upstream of Gridley, but the 


use of most of the watershed for the River and bakeuOr- ova dike 


fo 
169) 


regulated by the Counties of Butte euiaucl V2 WARN Bliss Cther public 
agencies which either manage land in the watershed or regulate 
water quality imelude the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management and the State Department of Water Resources, Fish and 
Game, and ne nee | aaa Recreation. The Gity showld not only keep 
aware of known quality problems in the River, as recommended in 
the Conservation Element, but should strongly encourage these 
agencies £6 strictly entores ald or sbieior pole tees and 
regulations which would maintain water duality on the Feather 
River and related surface waters. 

Potential threats to the quality of both the air and the 
ground water in the area can be minimized by limiting the total 
amount of development in the area and maintaining the maximum 
amaunt of land Gn agpdcultural use: As discussed in the sectians 
On- Berle wuura 1 uses and soils in this element and the 
Conservation Element, the City and County should, as much as 
possible concentrate the area's future development into City 
boundaries and prevent the creation of parcels less than. five (5) 
acres outside the City. Rural residential development lessens 
air quality by removing large amounts of Matunmeal and “cultivated 
vegetation and the oxygen they produce and by increasing tire 
average vehicle miles and emissions for each family's daily 
travels. Widespread development on septic tanks also increases 


the probability of contamination of area wells by household 
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sewage. 

In developing land use plans and eontrolis for the Gridley 
conMmunity., “the City must weloh” tire benetits of Cc ORpeet 
development to Peis Oller Gre conservation Aid) ACR Ae ties at 
preservation against the need fo open space within the. urban 
area. Allowitic ‘the’ hieh densities) of residential! development 
characteristic of larger urban areas would certainly minimize 


! 


the amount of agricultural land meeded, for GY jad Lect S= Pie 
growth but would also eliminate the "spaciousness" which helps 
give the community its distinctive character and appeal. UH SHE 
general terms describe the cumulative effect of the wide public 
streets, low buildings, single-family homes, large front lawns 
and abundant greenery found in much of the Guba 

Maintaining a maximum amount of undeveloped land within the 


urban area, particularly landscaped areas, implements many of the 


Ca tae St aed yO ees aan Maun taliite, atr, Glad tty,) previgang 


recreational space, assuring solar access, minimizins drainage 
runoff,reducing noise levels and preserving Motlwge . Mea ukey The 


network of open spaces in urban areas this hes many Bimet ions , 
including several related to public health and safety. These 
benefits. andthe poss bive, acuects {oF existing development 
patterns must be considered in preparing a set of regulatory 


controls on lot size and shape, building coverage and setbacks, 


tH 
fe 
I 


and ‘esign of Streets and parking areas. Aine reba t Ose aO 
maintain this sense of open space within the urbe area, the 


minimum lot size in nost residential! districts has been increased 
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The areas designated as “PUBLIC MACTLITIES” on figure J are 
all owned and operated by local government agencies or public 
utilities. Since each facility either requires extensive land 
for non-structural use or requires restrictions On adjacent 
development, they are classified herein as open space for public 
health and satrety. The largest Such facliitidves outside the 
designated urban area are the City's sewage treatment faciiprtcies 
on both sides of the Peather River. Th order to Winimize the 


significance of the odors and other potential impacts associated 


with these facilities new residences should not be allowed 
nearby. For similar reasons and the impacts or Nease, residences 


should be set back from the solid waste transfer station 2,000 


feet east of Highway 99 on the north side of Ord Ranch Road. The 
potential noise problems related to this facility, the: teary 


electrical substation operated by Pacific Gas and BLeCt ric Ut. 5 
and Manzanita School on the northeast corner of Evans Reimer Road 
and Larkin Road, are all addressed in -tie Nowee 
Finally, ‘the Large cemetary overated by the Gridley-Biggs 
Cemetary District on the west side of Highway 99 north of Ord 
Ranch Road is a necessary form of open space with the mony 


benefits of mature trees and landscaping. 


Goal: RESTRICT DEVELOPMENT WHICH WOULD EXPOSE RESIDENTS OR THE 
PUBLIC TO SIGNIFICANT NATURAL HAZARDS OR INCREASE HEALTH RISKS. 


Policies and Actions: 


}— 


Support State regulation of development within the designated 


floodway along the Feather River. 


ine) 


Prevent development within drainage channels and areas of 


frequent flooding. 
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Sine Support development controls by public agencies to minimize 
erosion and water pollution in the Feather River watershed. 

ne Regulate urban development to Mailntain, Gradiey’s existing 
small-town character and spatial pattern. 

he DPresewve wultablie @ites for public facilities with large land 
needs and/or significant impacts on adjacent uses and residents. 


 - Restrict development adjacent to public facilities as, needed 


to prevent significent impacts on either 
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Earl D. Nelson and Associates, Drafts and Support Documents 
of the Land Use, Circulation, Housing and Energy Conservation 
Elements of the City of Gridley General Plan, 1983. 


the General Plan “Phil Perry) 1 sue. 


-Environmental Impact Report for Chico Area Land Use Pla, AD 


Butte County Assessor's Office, Assessors Parcel Maps for Books 
21 22, ‘2% ae 20, 
Butte County Board ©f Supervisors KResoltion S3-7,° JSnUery D6, 


LEG Ss 


Steve Streeter, Improving Soils/Planning Information Systems in 
Butte County, 1962.. 


City of Chico (Duncan & Jones). General Pile, 1975. 
State tof Calicornia: 

-Office of Planning and Research: 

General Plan Guidelines, 1920: 


Prime Agricultural Lands Report, 19 

California Agricultural Land Preservation, 1977 

-Department of Food and Agriculture (Agr rece iturakl Bine KRiboon 
Committee), The Future of California's Agriculture, 1974-2000. 


California Legislature Joint Committee on Open Space ads 
(Eckbo, Dean, Austin and Williams), State Open Space and Resource 
Conservation Program for California, 1972 
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Be Contacts 


Jerry SWstns susiverasity) Of California, Cooperative Extension 
Servic ev, 


Charles Woods, Steve Streeter and William Turpin; Butte County 
Planning Department. 


Ja@es- Snowden.) Roecrarie a yart ond) earn Preston. “Cad at Oris 
Department of Fish and Game. 


Robert Fialho, Butte County Assessor's, Gt fice: 
Phil Nelson, Butte County Health Department. 
Ray Rolls, Rolls, Anderson and Rolls Civil Engineers. 


Dave Whittinger, Mathews Readymix, Inc. 
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